Title: Worship Matters

Text: Exodus 20.18-26
Theme: The enormous tension of living with God
Series: Exodus # 38

Prop Stmnt  God’s law reveals Christ and our absateed of him.

Matthew Stafford was selected by the Detroit Liasghe first choice of the first round in
the 2009 NFL draft. Instantly Matthew two ridicukly large things were given to him.
1) He received a signing bonus and salary in tileons of dollars and 2) He was given
the responsibility and the expectation to saveatbist team in the NFL. The #1 draft
choice brings messiah-like expectations from peoplgh privilege carries with it, high
responsibility. What is true in a general sengauison display in an absolute sense in
this passage before us.

The good news is that out of all the nations ofdlgh, God chose the children of Israel
to be his through whom he would show his gloryhi test of the world. The children of
Israel were the®*lround draft choice with the expectation that theyld live in such a
way, that the rest of the world would see, feamedo love and trust in the one, true
God. Therefore, the book of Exodus is more thatohy explaining the birth of a nation.
These people were redeemed in order to worshipseblicelayed God’s command to
Pharaoh and said, “Let my people go, that they gmagnd serve (worship) me.” The
rescue was tied to worship. The redemption wasected to service. The freedom that
was granted was granted in order for the peopbetivee to live as God’s treasured
possession and represent him among all of thensatibthe earth.

You want the privilege of being called by God? ihgu need to understand what that
means. As long as God was dishing out the gootiiegyeople liked being called by
God. God did phenomenal miracles. God gave thégf.ré&sod gave them wealth
(spoiling the Egyptians). God gave them watehendesert. God gave them daily
manna and they were happy. But, God is not a eosamdy jar. The initial thrill of
being rescued by God is now set aside as God nsslodes himself and his law to them.

I remind you of the scene. The children of Isexel camped around the base of Mt.
Sinai. Moses has already gone up and down the taiouthree times relaying messages
from God to the nation, and from the nation bacttml. This was all done to prepare
them to hear the terms of the covenant that Godestablishing. They had to know that
this was a serious event. When you make a vow®&od, it is a sacred commitment
that carries with it extremely significant implicats. The terms of the covenant were
introduced by God in what we call the 10 commandmenow, there is a short break
while the people respond to God’s revelation. dwihg this, God resumes giving the
terms of the covenant, which is what the chapt&r@2are about. According to 24.7
these chapters are called “The Book of the Covendritis is very important for you to
understand. This covenant is not a constitutiadeumhich every one is governed. This
is a treaty between the King and his subjectsthA@King, his word is law. Live by his
word or be banished from his kingdom. The benefitsis kingdom are eternal. The
consequences of banishment are eternal as weik. iSserious business. In chapter 24,



this covenant is ratified and the people are cereously set apart as God’s. So, we are
building toward this moment. The people are sigrto realize the enormous weight that
they are being called upon to carry. After aleswne wants to go to the promise land,
but not everyone is willing to live under the Kinghe text before us reminds us that
God'’s laws (which themselves are an act of graaestine understood against the
backdrop of his awesome power. And this text widehls primarily with worship

begins the book of the covenant. When the termiseo€ovenant are concluded in
chapter 23, God once again returns to talking abtvouship. Worship frames the life of
the follower of God. Everything in life is part gbur life before and with God.

Read Text:

Back in 19.8 the nation said, “We will do everythitme LORD has said.” Now, God
demonstrates the power of his Word through theofigeunder, lightning, the sound of a
trumpet and even smoke. All of this along with wha reveals, now has the people
scared for their lives. Their panic is justifiabl€hey are in a mess. | addressed this a
few months ago, when | preached on the topic, “Dea@ do, damned if we don't.”

1. God demands a standard that they cannot obtain.
2. God’'s Word is terrifying because God is truly foflawe.

When God appeared to Ezekiel, he fell facedown.eM@Bod appeared to Daniel, he
said, | had no strength left, my face turned dggthle and | was helpless. When God, in
Christ appeared to John on the island of Patmdw il at his feet as though dead.

And this, my beloved is why | am convinced thathautiic Christianity is so rare and so
rejected. When you realize who God really is, atkes you aware that he alone
possesses the right to do whatever it is that hesasta do. You are not in charge. It is
not your life to do as you please. For all of e-made people, that is devastating.
What is worse, is that he is not only God, but lilkalways be God. Forever he will be
God. No one can dethrone him. No one can replame That makes many people
angry. No wonder it seems that most people incaltare think that God’s last name is
damn it. They are so full of anger at his Soversigauthority, power and immutability
that they want to scream. You don’t reject himyéjects you. In other words, you may
chose to reject him, but that rejection does nange the fact that he is King. When you
reject him as King you are banished from the Kingdo

The people realize that they cannot stand theiriateh to the Word of God and live.

So, they beg Moses to be their mediator. Thistité Moses plays is all a preview of
Christ. Which he does; but think of this. God hest begun! He just got done with the
10 commandments and they are already begging hgtopbecause they can’t handle it.
If hearing the law was such a terrifying experieoae you imagine what it would be like
to stand before God after having broken his lawf tBen we come to verse 22. What
are you tempted to do when you don't think you lsandle the truth about God and the
truth about yourself? The answer is: modify thehtr



Think about that for a minute. What does it meamodify the truth? If you modify the
truth, it is no longer the truth. If you change dtefinition of God, what you believe is no
longer God. So God warns them. God commands tt&oad forbids them. Whoa!

Stop there for a second. Don’t you hate it whenesane tells you, “NO!” Prohibitions
go against our nature of self-worship. God sa¥thu' have seen for yourselves that |
have spoken to you from heaven.” | am in heavgau-are not! | am King, you are
subject. “Do not make any gods to be alongsidedueiot make for yourselves gods of
silver or gods of gold.” This sounds a lot like tlirst two commandments doesn't it?
This isn’t the last thing in the Bible that God sapout idolatry, is it?

Please do not miss this!! You cannot use the icre&d define the Creator. The Creator
defines the creation. And that my friend is what world finds so incredibly offensive
about God. You have no right to come up with yown views of God. You have no
right to modify what God has revealed about hims¥lbu have no right to alter God’s
law. In fact, whatever you make in an effort tpide God, even if it is from the most
precious metals that you can find, is infinitelyesfsive to him. What you make on your
own and what you do is not good enough. What yoardl what you make as an effort
to earn God’s favor only adds to your own judgment.

Notice how this plays out in the next few vers&su cannot make your own rules. You
cannot make your own god. And, you cannot create gwn way to God.

Read verses 24-26

These verses anticipate the rest of the sacrifsgistiem that God is going to reveal to the
nation of Israel. The sacrifices were all temppraeans of dealing with sin, until the
final and ultimate sacrifice of Christ could be mmado, as you look at what God is
saying here, there are a couple of glorious trtithsare so good for our souls. What
God is saying here reveals the fact that God kribatswe cannot keep his law. God
knows that we will sin and fall short of his glorgod knows that we will attempt to rob
him of the glory that he is due. So, God providesgay for our sins to be forgiven. For
the children of Israel, the way was a way that We&X like the pagan nations around
them. You are not like the other nations. Why&c&ise your God is the true God and
they are following false gods. Therefore, you dbfollow their forms of religion. You
follow me! Some of the prohibitions that are givesre are for no other reason than, you
are to live in a way that is unique from the nasi@nound you. The other reason why this
passage is so important is because we begin tooseeareful God is about how he is to
be worshiped. Worship matters. Therefore, yowatdree to build an altar the way you
want. Neither are you free to offer whatever yantv There is no room for, “where at
least he means well” sort of stuff. Over and overwill see these three issues repeated
by God.

1) No idols of any kind
2) You only build what | determine
3) You only sacrifice what | command



These three issues can be summarized in this: c&onot worship me the way you want.
You have to worship me in the way | command. ItaenLORD, and there is no other.

If you want to worship any way you want, go gettaeo god, because the true God can
only be worshipped in a true way.

1 Cor. 10.11
These three commands are all inter-related.

Take, for example the prohibition against makingisdor using any sort of an idol to
represent God. God is passionately opposed toghef idols because they make him to
be something less than what he is. Idols thatre@e out of gold or silver reflect the
effort of the craftsman or the wealth of the own8n, if you have a little image of god in
your pocket that is made out of silver and youghbor has one made out of gold, then
his god is worth more than your god. Or, if younitdeave your house unless you have
your little image of god hanging on your neck, thdmat are you doing. You are
attributing your security to a piece of jewelryteed of to God. God vehemently
opposes idolatry because, we become what we worship

God has set these people apart to be his peopleMY people go, so that they can
worship me in the desert. What do the people af 8ok like? If they are the people
who are of God (source), then they must look lilkkelGSo, how can you ever become
like God? We become what we worship! Have you seen an older woman dress like
she is still in high school or college? It's disting. | saw a store the other day called,
“Forever 21.” No you're not! Get over it. If tegted one, it would be “49 for just a
Moment.” It probably wouldn’t do real well. If\woman is worshiping her kids, or is
worshiping the idol of “youth” then she will atteirip become what she has set her heart
upon. We become what we worship. An angry marships power. If we truly

worship God, we will become more and more like him.

The people of God are here to put God on displayrder to put God on display, you
have to know what God is like. In order to thefhee him, you have to spend time with
him. So, no idols of any kind. If you worship tdel, you will become like the idol
instead of like god. Another issue related to, tisishat idols are man-made. You can
take credit for the size and quality of the idélgain, this is what is so offensive to God.
Your efforts are not worth anything. And that ieatis so offensive to most people.

National Review had a cartoon depicting Moses @mofdMt. Sinai looking up into the
clouds and saying, “Only one God? That is goingaond pretty intolerant?” Brothers
and sisters, do not apologize for that or back dbvewm that. God is intolerant of
anything that will rob him of the glory that hedae. Pretending that other gods are
valid, is not being authentic. God is intolerahfake. The truth is, we cannot add to his
glory. We cannot make ourselves redeemable. \Weatalo anything that achieves
righteousness on our own. That is why, God saysly build what | tell you to build.
And when you build an altar, it must be simple.tibthis. If you use a tool on it, you
will defile it. Do not dress up the stones. Use $tones | made. You cannot add your



efforts to the altar. Neither were they permittedbuild stairs. That is, they were not to
build these elaborate high places with ascendmgsstven if at the top altars were
constructed to be used for sacrifices for God. infmaediate issue that is mentioned here
is because of modesty. Later on in the OT accaerfind out that high places, were
found throughout the Canaanite peoples and thgbephaces were sadly imitated and
repeated by the Israelites in their own land idation of this command. Those high
places eventually became places of idolatry, whecluced the people of Israel to being
like all the other people.

Why was God so picky about this?

The altar was the place of sacrifice. The prin@ugpose of a sacrifice in the OT was not
to show others how much you have given up for Gbhde primary purpose of a sacrifice
was a substitute in your place. It was not the o@son, but it was the major one. In
order to truly understand the nature of a sactiffo@ needed to realize that you belonged
on that altar as payment for your sin. But, heran offering in your place. We are so
blessed in that we can look back, not only to tless, but we can look back to the OT
and see how God was setting everything in plag®iat to Christ. Christ really is our
only means of forgiveness. And if you mess witdt tinuth, you destroy the only hope
that you have. Early on God was making it cleat ffou don’t mess with the means for
your very life.

Worship is at once the most important and the rasgerous activity that we could ever
be engaged in. It is not optional and it is inndgesacred. These warnings are designed
to guard us against saying:

1) Look at what | have done to make God so great!

If you begin to think like that, it is a short distce to...

2) | can worship God however | want, after all, | dm bne who makes God great.
God needs me. God should be glad with what littiter, since | do more than
most.

Pretty soon, that thinking will lead to...

3) | can worship whatever | want.

Last Sunday, Patrick preached from Jonah 2. Dagmember verse 8? “Those who
cling to worthless idols, forfeit the grace thaticbbe theirs.”

God knows that we cannot rescue ourselves, doesxpett us to rescue ourselves, but
has happily sent us a redeemer!



